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IsStaged in Berlin and Munich| . E ,i?f

~* By JEAN-PIERRE LENOIR L - : B T

SonT . &pecial to The New York Times , - Lo t I !\
© ' “MUNICH, Nov. 2—For thegiven in English, then Russian ‘ o i
‘séoond time in two years, Ger-jand finally in French, présum- g . T e

. many has produced & play thatloniy to avoid charges wof anti- . S e
. 'y become the talking point Amerlcanism), Scenes of the T )

neve is :
%gogﬁgctis.egsqn Wh“ .e. Tt ruins of Nagasaki and other ) i
7 The immediate success of ei-lmaterial that helps the specta- i
* ‘nar. Kipphardt's new play, "In tor to visuallze the world con-
‘Der Sache J, Robert Oppen-{text of the case. o
“haimer,” (The Case of J. Rob- Mp., Kipphardt appears to
‘ort, . Oppenheimer)  in . Berlin,{have tiied to avoid black-and- : : S PRI A
" coming while “The Deputy” is{white characterization, Neithor . RIS T
,still stirring. world-wide inter- Dr. Oppenheimer nor anyone RS
‘est and controversy, has pro- else is classifield as hero or vil- . IR K
‘duced. assertions of a renais-|lain. Even Dr. Edward Teller, ! o b
sance in German drama. _|Dr. Oppenheimer’s chief adver- i R
In - Munich, where the play|sary at the time of the loyalty R . R .
had_ its premiere on the same hearings, emerges as a sincere, : ‘
day, the talk has been . less if misguided, man, Dr. Oppen- :
- ‘heady, but the conclusion is the heimer himself is far from the
. same. - . g archetype of sclfless devotion
7 Ag with Rolf Hochhuth’s play, to science.
‘people will pro'bably argue more| Differcnces between  the
about what Mr. Kipphardt says Munich and the Berlin produc-
vather than how he says it.|tlons are mostly due to the per-
‘Dramatically,; both plays are sonal style of Erwin Piscaton
wstandard-construction, multi-|who staged the Berlin version _ . :
scene montages using dialogue|as a textbook example of polit- ’ b
.ihat 18 taken for the most part|ical theater. In Berlin, the filmed -
from .documentary sources. In|material takcs on a greater im-
the Kipphardt play, these sour- portance than in Munich.
ces include the 3,000 pages of|  Actor Resembles Sclentlst
typescript produced * by th
“Washington committee that ex- It is generally agreed among
arnined..the ' secucdty charges|German critics who- have seen
against Dr, Oppenhelmer in both versions that the play is
1954, - S better "cast . in Munich., The
*I's this mass of material, Mr. physical resemblance between
Kipphardt has added. an oc- Peter Luchv, who *plays the
casienal  quotation from - the lead, land his .re.al-lifc model is
writings and verbal statements certainly striking and such
of his characters--all of them characters as Dr. Hins Bethe
realslite actors in -the drama and John Lansdale arg remark-
‘that.-stivred -world opinion * 10(3bLY interpreted. )
) :ycm-s’..ago'. LT But the greater potentialities

r ! of the Berlin house and the
; Films Are Inserted immense skill that Mr. Piscator
- Mr, Kipphardt has used more wields when he is offered ma-
sta‘gccrhft and imagination than|terial worthy of his talents
Mr. Hochhuth, and . although|makes the Berlin production
‘the ocontent of the play is|more impressive to watch.
“fimiled .to the actual security| “The Case of J. Robert Op-|
hearings, he has incorporated a penheimer” had already . been
large amount of fitmed mate-|bought for production in more| .
vial and inscrted flashhacks|than 20 theaters jn four coun- K
‘that break up and relicve the tries before, its’ simultaneous -y
tedium of three hours of court-/premieres. Jean Vilar is re- |
room exchanges, .. s hearsing the play for the Théa- :

TN : ‘ “The play opens  with. filmitre de 1I'Athéncs. in DParis and]
e_ ) . sequences of atomic exploslons|Georgio Strehler will stage it
i _ _ taken during test count-downs|in Milan next month,. The play:

: : : {in Berlin, the -mumerals: arelis Mr. Kipphardt's £ifth, .. o
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